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A fantastic weekend was had by 

the 18 MKRC members who 

travelled up to Rotorua to par-

ticipate in the  second sprint 

regatta of the CRNZ sprint rac-

ing season.  

For the majority of the team it 

was their first experience of 

sprint racing and what a splash 

they made. Yep some may have 

fallen out, but you know how 

the saying goes “its cool to fall 

in” “you won’t develop as 

quickly if you don’t try”. But the 

other splash they made was in 

their improvement and the 

added confidence they showed 

in their racing through out the 

weekend.  

It was great to see the happy 

faces as the team made the 

most of the beautiful conditions 

and enjoyed themselves both 

on the water and off the water.  

Standout Performances 

Across the whole team there 

were a number of boxes that 

could be ticked off  in terms of 

where each individual is within 

their development.  

Kayla Imrie in her last race as a 

U19 stamped her authority on 

the field by winning all events 

she went in. Kayla is a talented 

athlete and we will be watching 

with interest as she develops 

over the next couple of years in 

the senior ranks of NZ sprint 

kayaking. 

Curtis Imrie in his first sprint 

regatta took out both the U15 

K1 200m and 500m events in 

commanding style as he pow-

ered down the course showing 

that that huge frame of his has 

some real punch. 

Jude Ellis and Heather Kirkham 

dominated the Masters Womans 

section and did they look good 

doing it. All that training back 

at the club is starting to show 

through in their technique they 

displayed as they raced down 

the course. Jude also took out 

the Novice section events. 

Team Boats show the poten-

tial is there….. 

Marianne showed what she is 

capable of in team boats by 

taking the stroke seat and do-

ing a sensational job in both 

the K2 and K4 OW events. With 

her K2 partner Anne Kearns 

they closed the gap significantly 

on the world number 9 ranked  

Northshore crew and in the K4 

event empathically winning 

again against the more fancied 

Northshore crew. 

Meaghan Wilby and Catherine 

Kinvig showed their potential by 

just missing out on a third 

place by  a whisker. This was a 

phenomenal performance con-

sidering Katherine has only 

been in a kayak approx. 6 

times. 

In the U15 K2 Bridget and Jonti 

showed how  good they will be 

in a few months time by taking 

Mana Make A Splash at Blue Lake 2 

3rd place in their K2 events and 

Danielle and Monique taking 

out a very good 5th placing in 

the u15  events considering 

they are both just 11 and 12yrs 

respectiviely. 

The U15 WK4 just got better 

and better with the girls win-

ning a second and third place 

over the 500m and 200m races. 

Glen Muirhead deserves a spe-

cial mention in making his first 

ever B final in a K1 sprint race. 

This is no easy task against the 

best in NZ.  

Bridget also deserves a special 

mention for her performances 

over the weekend. She was very 

impressive considering she has 

only been in a kayak half a 

dozen times. 

  

Dans, Jonti, Bridget and Monique in  full 
flight at the Blue Lake Regatta.—look at 

those paddles!! 

Fun and games is what it is about!! 

Curtis smashing his opposition in the U15 

K1 events. 

Bridget and Jonti battling it out in the U15 

K1 events. 



One of the hilites of the weekend was the club K4 challenge held at the end of racing on day 1. All competi-

tors names went into a hat along with the 3 K4’s that the club owns and the crews were then drawn out . It 

was a great way of selecting the crews especially as the Plasteks K4 crew was named as this is one narrow 

boat and a lot of our team struggle to fit into it. There order the names are drawn out also assigned the 

seat order in the K4. 

The crews consisted of : 

The Plasteks :  Jude, Curtis, Marianne and Meaghan 

Vadja K4: Catherine, Bridget,Greg, Danielle 

Old Grey: Daniel, Jonti, Monique,Brogan 

At the start the Plasteks was the hot favourite followed by the green vadja but by the end the old grey came 

through convincingly winning from the green vadja with the hot favourites back in 3rd place.  

It was a lot of fun and a great way to bring everyone together within the club. It should be noted though 

that a pretty hot crew was left back on the bank—Muirhead, Watson, K Imrie, R Imrie—people might have 

paid to see this crew in action!!! 

The Club K4 Challenge 

It was fast, it was furious, it was competitive, it was n’t pretty but it was a lot of fun and well done 

to the victorious crew. No one fell in!! Who is that out of time in the green boat ? 

A big thanks to all the parents who came along and helped out so much over the weekend, you certainly 

made the weekend work really well and to Nigel and Steve thanks for a sensational BBQ, the food was superb 

and the evening a lot of fun. Curtis and Ryan keep working on the drop kick skills it’s not good when an old 

fella beats you and I think some of the girls did too!! 

Well done everyone and I look forward to catching up soon out on the water. 

 



Name   Age Group 2010/11 

Danielle  Watson U13 

Monique  Barnes U13 

Fern  Anderson U13 

Renaye Barnett U13 

McKenzie  Rado U13 

Kieren  Coburn U13 

Katie Trott U13 

Annaleigh Gillies U13 

Jonti Cullen U15 

Bridget  Kiddle U15 

Kurtis Imrie U17 

Hannah Altman U17 

Jake Cagney U17 

Mana Wharewera U17 

Tayla Rado U17 

Nicola  Trott U17 

Daniel Albert U19 

Matarikei   U19 

Netta  Cagney U19 

Seth Forbes U19 

Temuera Forbes U19 

Ryan  Imrie U19 

Jacob Allen U19 

Portia Forbes U19 

Max Olson U19 

Catherine  Kinvig U19 

Jess  Dickson U19 

Genevieve Walker U19 

Meaghan Wilby U19 

Emily Eastgate U19 

Our Sunday sessions are going really well and are a lot of fun with a good mix of training and fun chal-

lenges. Some of the basic skills that are taught were in evidence at the recent regatta where the girls were 

able to race in team boats.  

Part of the Sunday sessions do involve paddling in team boats—we see this as a great way of teaching some 

of the fundamentals of the paddling stroke, but also once you get them going they are fast!!! 

The list below details a number of young paddlers that have come along to the club in the past and we 

would love to see you all back again so that we can get a great bunch of athletes training together and mak-

ing up some fantastic crews. The more that come the better the fun!! 

 

Pathways 

We’re confident that our pathway covers all the water sports and associated disciplines  and MKRC’s 

participation pathway will give you access to whatever direction you choose to take in your water 

sports career. Refer to pathways on our website. 

What we do at Mana is about helping you get to where ever you want to go. 

Project Paddle -  Youth development 

Sunday Training Times 

9am at clubrooms 

 

Holiday Training 

With school now finished for a number of 

you, how about doing a couple of extra 

training sessions in the mornings. 

The plan is to get together on a Tuesday 

and Thursday morning at 9am. If you are 

keen on this please email me 

candm.watties@xtra.co.nz or txt 021 105 

3311. 

If the time doesn’t suit you and you’d 

prefer to train in the evening then please 

let me know as it would be great to have 

as many of you present as possible.  

Great things happen when you get a 

group together.  

 

 

Who else should be on this list?? 



www.manakayakracing.

org.nz 

Project Paddle  -  Senior Development 

Senior Sessions Timetable 

Saturday 8am  -  Main focus is technique development 

Sunday 8am  -  Main focus team boats development 

 

Come along to these sessions as we know we can make a difference to your paddling ability and at the same 

time give you an enjoyable experience. 

A significant  part of our club membership is made up of multisport and master aged members and we are keen 

to all we can to give you the experience that you want.  

Our Saturday and Sunday sessions are aimed at helping you develop your technique to help make you a more 

efficient paddler. One of the advantages of an improved technique is that it allows you to paddle in team boats 

and it has been very pleasing to see a number of multisporters training in our club team boats and in particular 

the K4’s.  

This is a side of the sport that most people do not get the opportunity to experience and is generally an exhila-

rating experience as crews feel the power and speed when paddling in these craft. They also help develop pad-

dlers in the area of “feel” as they learn to paddle with others. 

Some of the events associated to team boats that will be of interest to senior members are in marathon pad-

dling and it is this area that we would like to encourage you all to participate in.  

The 2011 NZ Marathon Championships are going to be hosted by Mana and is planned to be held in mid April, 

it would be great to see a number of you racing in this event in single and team boats.  

The other encouraging aspect of the senior development programme is seeing the number of paddlers now 

paddling K1’s—these kayaks represent the pinnacle in terms of stability.   


